[bookmark: Aug/.Sept_2026.][bookmark: KUDOS_AND_CELEBRATIONS][bookmark: Nailing_It!]Aug/.Sept 2026.











Nailing It!

KUDOS AND CELEBRATIONS

· Grace received a publication! It's out now in Volume 46, #3 of TPQ!
· Casey is officially a PhD candidate (acquired Sept 4th)
· Jessie is the only performance on the top paper panel for the death and dying division at NCA! All three of her pieces were accepted to NCA as well.
· Sean is happy to announce that he won the Outstanding Creative Project Award from the Death and Dying Division of NCA for my show “Til Death Do Us Part.”
· Reza received notice that his paper, “The Migrant Soma: Diasporic Leakage and the Politics of Bodily Legibility,” had been accepted for presentation at Bodies of Culture: Somaesthetic Explorations, hosted by the Center for Body, Mind, and Culture at Florida Atlantic University in Boca Raton, Florida, on November 6–7, 2026.
· Christina published: Mothers, Monsters, Martyrs: A Poetic Autoethnographic Account of Familial Cycle Breakers will be published in Women & Language.
· Sandy and Nil's book is finally in print.
· Sandy also had an article published in Comm Ed "The Public Pedagogy of a Queer Youth Program.” https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/03634523.2026.2635091
· Jonny had two pieces in the juried art show, “Spooked or Spoofed: a celebration of cryptozoology,” in the Sharp Museum this month. The pieces are digital art titled “Mothra of Makanda” and “Naga Life.” He is also currently apart of the Under Maintenance Improv Comedy troupe. They have done two shows recently at the Varsity Balcomy Theatre on August 22 and September 12..

[bookmark: In_the_Spotlight][bookmark: Graduate_Student_Performance_Spotlight][bookmark: Performing_Normal][bookmark: On_the_Horizon][bookmark: AI_Robot]In the Spotlight
August 29, 7 p.m.
Graduate Student Performance Spotlight
Graduate students were invited to share work at this spotlight.

September 17-19, 7 p.m.
Performing Normal
Co-Directed by Paula Horton and Dr. Jonny Gray
What does it take to pass as “normal” when you’re autistic? Performing Normal featured autistic individuals sharing personal stories about the social masks they wear. Through moments of humor, tension, and vulnerability, they revealed the strategies autistic people use to navigate classrooms, workplaces, friendships, and families. This ensemble performance invited audiences behind the mask to explore the hidden labor of appearing “normal” – and the cost of surviving that way.







On the Horizon
October 15-17, 7 p.m.
AI Robot
Directed by Dr. Jonny Gray Devised with Cast
We humans have been thinking and writing about robots and artificial machine intelligence for over a century. Those representations have included hopeful possibilities and serious cautions. As we enter the “AI Age,” this show uses performance to explore many sides of that love/hate obsession. Cast-devised scenes and improvisational performances created from audience input are generative tools used to contemplate the costs and benefits of robots and artificial intelligence.
Mature Themes possible.
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